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Course Description:

This workshop welcomes writers who are intrigued by the 
idea of propelling their prose from the page to the screen. 
You’ll learn essential differences between writing for print 
and for the screen, and explore the singular craft of visual 
storytelling. Starting with your own idea for a short film, 
you’ll explore five pillars of screenwriting: the visual world, 
theme, story structure, character and conflict. And you’ll 
work through industry-standard procedures of pitching, 
outlining and then writing your script, informed at ev-
ery step by coaching and suggestions from your instructor 
and your new colleagues. You should emerge from our 
week together with a solid draft of a short screenplay, and 
inspiration to guide you in furthering your screenwriting 
adventures.

Suggested Reading:  

There’s so much! You’ll get a list in Fernie, but meanwhile, 
you may wish to peruse Claudia H. Johnson’s Craft-
ing Short Screenplays that Connect (3rd ed., Focal, 2009, 
though older editions are okay), Amnon Buchbinder’s The 
Way of the Screenwriter (Anansi, 2005), and at least chap-
ter 1 of Robert McKee’s Story (Methuen, 1999). 

Course Preparation:

Come to Fernie with an idea for a short film that you’d 
like to write. You’ll benefit from becoming comfortable 
with the formatting of screenplays in advance, although 
we’ll cover the most important points at the workshop. 
Check the Web for samples of formatting. Your trusty 
word processing program will work just fine, but con-
sider downloading free trial software from Movie Magic 
Screenwriter, Final Draft and Celtx. And bring a laptop 
if possible.

Instructor:

Geo Takach is a writer, script consultant, director and pro-
ducer. His scripts have won prizes and migrated to film 
festivals; dramatic, documentary and public-service tele-
vision; and corporate, industrial and public-service video. 
His other writing has littered the stage, radio, speeches, 
the Internet, good, old print and garage pads. To relieve 
writer’s rump, he rises to teach screenwriting at MacEwan 
University, the University of Alberta and various arts or-
ganizations, and to perform comedy. He has suffered for 
his art, and now he’d like it to be your turn.

Screenwriting 
with Geo Takach 
Screenwriting Take One! 

Monday July 19 - Saturday July 24 
Fernie Alpine Resort 
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